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ND FISHING GUIDE
New for 2008-2010

Summary of major changes.

Any container used to hold bait must be free of aquatic vegetation.
Spottail shiners are no longer a legal live baitfish.
Establishes a wanton waste restriction. No person shall possess any game fish species and then waste, 
destroy or abandon the edible flesh (filets).
Clarifies there is no storage limit for fish fillets at one’s personal permanent residence; however, at no time 
may a person transport more than a possession limit.
Clarifies that gifting fish (giving fish to another person) is legal. However, the individual giving the fish must 
include on the pack-ages of fish their name, •  fishing license number, phone number, date, and number and 
species of fish included.
The packaging of fish away from one’s permanent residence must be done so that the number of fish in each 
package is easily deter-mined.
Two weeks are added to the darkhouse spearfishing season (will now run through March 15).
Opened 16 additional lakes to darkhouse spearfishing.
Removed the maximum size (12 inches in diameter) of a hole for ice fishing. However, when a hole greater 
than 10 inches in diameter is left in the ice for any reason, the hole must be adequately marked with a natural 
object or colored or painted wooden lath which must be visible from a minimum of 150 feet.
Clarifies that it is illegal to introduce any substance in waters of the state for the purpose of attracting fish 
that is not attached or applied to a lure. Decoys used for darkhouse spearfishing are excluded.
In years when the paddlefish harvest cap (1,000 fish) will likely occur before the official end of the season 
(May 31), the 60 hour public notice to close paddlefish season is changed to 36 hours.
Removed the 14-inch minimum walleye size restriction on Lake Elsie, Brewer Lake and Dead Colt Creek Dam. 
All size restrictions for Sprague Lake and Lake Tewaukon are also removed.
It is illegal to leave fish houses on state-owned or managed land after March 15 of each fishing year.
New regulations are in place to reduce the threat of aquatic nuisance species (ANS). ANS include species of 
animals, plants, and even diseases which are not native to North Dakota and have the likelihood to become 
well established if introduced. If/when introduced, the ANS then have the ability to displace native flora and 
fauna, and cause serious hardships (including financial) to the citizens of North Dakota.
To comply with these ANS regulations, anglers and boaters must:
 •  Remove all aquatic vegetation from your boat, trailer, etc. when you leave the water body.
 •  Remove all aquatic vegetation from your bait bucket when you leave the water body.
 •  Drain all water from your boat, jet ski, etc. at the ramp site before you leave the water body.
   (Note: livewells and bait buckets used to transport fish are exempt).
Do not dump bait into a water body.
Please refer to pages 28 through 31 for more detailed information regarding ANS.
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NORTH DAKOTA RECORD FISH
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STATE RECORD REQUIREMENTS
 1. All new state record fish must be weighed on a scale used commercially  
  and subject to certification by the Weights and Measures Division,   
  North Dakota Public Service.
 2. The catch must be verified by an employee of the North Dakota Game  
  and Fish Department.
 3. A recognizable photo must be furnished to the Department.

SPECIES                    WEIGHT                  WHERE                          WHEN
Game Fish
Northern Pike 37 lbs. 8 oz. Sakakawea 1968
Walleye 15 lbs.  12 oz. Wood Lake 1959
Saugeye 11 lbs. 12 oz. Sakakawea 1984
Sauger 8 lbs. 12 oz. Sakakawea 1971

Yellow Perch 2 lbs. 15 oz. Devils Lake 1982
Bluegill 2 lbs. 12 oz. Strawberry Lake 1963
Crappie 3 lbs. 4 oz. Lake Oahe 1998
White Bass 4 lbs.   8 oz. Devils Lake 2000

Largemouth Bass 8 lbs. 7.5 oz. Nelson Lake 1983
Smallmouth Bass 6 lbs.  13 oz. Lake Darling 2007
Tiger Muskie 40 lbs.   Gravel Lake 1975
Muskellunge 46 lbs.    8 oz. New Johns Lake 2007

Rainbow Trout 21 lbs. 4 oz. Garrison Tailrace 1998
Brown Trout 31 lbs. 11 oz. Garrison Tailrace 2005
Cutthroat Trout 10 lbs. 1 oz. Garrison Tailrace 2003
Lake Trout 14 lbs. 4 oz. Garrison Tailrace 1982

Chinook Salmon 31 lbs. 2 oz. Garrison Tailrace 1986
Paddlefish 120 lbs. Missouri River 1993
Channel Catfish 33 lbs. 4 oz. Red River 1991
Ling  18 lbs. 4 oz. Knife River 1984

Nongame Fish
Whitefish 8 lbs. 11 oz. Garrison Tailrace 1984
Cisco 2 lbs. 8 oz. Sakakawea 2000
Flathead Catfish 29 lbs.   6 oz. Heart River 1985
Bullhead 4 lbs. 1 oz. Devils Lake 1988

Drum 26 lbs.   2 oz. Sakakawea 1988
Buffalo 40 lbs.   Lake Tschida 2002
Carp 31 lbs.    Sheyenne River 2003
Goldeye 3 lbs.  13 oz. New John’s Lake 1998
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Resident Fishing, Hunting & Furbearer Certificate ........................  $  1.00 

Resident Individual .............................................................................10.00 

Resident Husband and Wife ...............................................................14.00 

Resident, 65 years or older ..................................................................3.00 

Resident, Disabled (from Bismarck office only) ...................................3.00 

Resident Combination License

 (16 years or older - includes fishing, small game,

 general game and habitat, and furbearer licenses) .........................32.00 

Nonresident Fishing, Hunting & Furbearer Certificate ......................   2.00 

Nonresident Individual ........................................................................35.00 

Nonresident Husband and Wife .........................................................45.00 

Nonresident Ten Days ........................................................................25.00 

Nonresident Three Days .....................................................................15.00  

 LICENSE FEES

All paddlefish snaggers
must possess a paddlefish tag

in addition to
other licenses and certificates

that are required.

A resident paddlefish tag is $3.00
A nonresident paddlefish tag is $7.50

(Continued on Coupon Page 2)
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EXPRESSWAY SUITES EXPRESSWAY INN

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
General Information 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department
General Information - Bismarck Office ...................................... 701-328-6300
Bismarck Office ......................................................................... 701-328-6688
Devils Lake Office...................................................................... 701-662-3617
Dickinson Office......................................................................... 701-227-7431
Riverdale Office ......................................................................... 701-654-7475
Jamestown Office ...................................................................... 701-253-6480
Williston Office ........................................................................... 701-774-4320

Other Agencies
N.D. Parks and Recreation Department .................................... 701-328-5357
N.D. Department of Health ........................................................ 701-328-5210
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
 Oahe Project .......................................................................... 701-255-0015
 Sakakawea Project ................................................................ 701-654-7411
 Ashtabula Project ................................................................... 701-845-2970
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
 Refuge System ...................................................................... 701-250-4418
 Garrison Dam Fish Hatchery ................................................. 701-654-7451
 Valley City Fish Hatchery ....................................................... 701-845-3464
 Audubon National Wildlife Refuge ......................................... 701-442-5474
 Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge ........................................ 701-724-3598
 Upper Souris and J. Clark Salyer refuges ............................. 701-768-2548
 Long Lake National Wildlife Refuge ....................................... 701-387-4397
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation ...................................................... 701-250-4242
Indian Reservations - Contact tribal offices for more information.
 Fort Berthold Game and Fish Department ............................ 701-627-4760
Standing Rock Game and Fish Department ............................. 701-654-7236
Turtle Mountain Dept. of Natural Resources ............................. 701-477-2600
Spirit Lake Fish and Wildlife Department .................................. 701-766-4221

TO REPORT GAME AND FISH VIOLATIONS ONLY
RAP PROGRAM (REPORT ALL POACHING)

ND: 1-800-472-2121  •  OUTSIDE ND: 701-328-9921
www.gf.nd.gov/fishing
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FISHING LICENSES
These regulations are in effect for two years from April 1, 2008 
through March 31, 2010. A fi shing year is defi ned as April 1 of 
one calendar year through March 31 of the following calendar 
year. NOTE: In the event of emergency changes to the 2008-10 
proclamation, Game and Fish will issue a statewide press release 
and post new information on its website.

Licenses are valid for one year starting April 1 and ending March 31 
of the following year. An angler must possess a valid fi shing license for 
the respective season in which they’re fi shing.

Residents 16 years of age and older need licenses. Residents under 
age 16 may take and possess a limit of fi sh without a fi shing license.
Any nonresident under age 16 may take and possess a limit of fi sh 
without a nonresident fi shing license if accompanied by an adult 
possessing a valid fi shing license.

North Dakota residents who are on leave from active duty with 
the United States military can fi sh without a license. Contact the 
Department for details.

Nonresident full-time students living in North Dakota, who are 
attending a state or tribal college, or a private institution of higher 
education, may qualify for purchasing resident fi shing licenses. Contact 
the Department for details.

Some licenses are in the form of stamps. Stamps must be pasted to a 
Fishing, Hunting, and Furbearer certifi cate and must also be signed.

The licensee shall carry the fi shing license on his/her person at all 
times while fi shing.

Free Fishing Days – Residents of North Dakota may fi sh without a 
resident fi shing license on June 5 and June 6, 2010.



• Largest Natural Body of Water in North Dakota
• Abundant with Whopper Perch, Walleye, Northern  
 Pike,-White Bass, Muskie and Crappie
• Abounds with Waterfowl and Other Migratory
 Birds
• Bison, Elk and Deer Graze at Sully's Hill National
 Game Preserve
• Fort Totten State Historic Site Displays the Area's 
 Colorful Past
• Music, Theatre, Arts, Museums, Culture, Gaming,
 and Entertainment are all Available
• Retail Businesses offer Vast Selections of
 Merchandise and Dining Experiences
• Numerous Educational, Military and Medical   
 Opportunities
• Serviced by Air, Land and Rail
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